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a tenacious struggle for justice our grandfathers were braceros and we too is an excellent

work of tremendous relevancy for our times given its focus on the issue of migration and

above all for keeping the struggle alive against the violations of labor and human rights
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seen in temporary worker programs authors abel astorga morales and rosa martha zárate

macías share an intense painful chronical with us but one that is also full of the lessons

handed  down by  peasants  and  indigenous  peoples  who  participated  in  the  bracero

program between 1942 and 1964 this book faithfully compiles the historic memory and

testimonies of braceros living in the united states setting a momentous precedent that the

mexican population in the country to the north will have in the twenty first century the

majority of protagonists of this history have now departed without recovering the fruits of

so many years of their labor while a few survivors and family members still wait for justice

to be done as a people they have grown and developed in the north and have real

possibilities for making a social political economic spiritual and cultural impact father josé

alejandro solalinde guerra abel astorga morales phd a professor at universidad del valle de

atemajac in guadalajara jalisco mexico earned his doctorate in social  sciences and a

master s degree in the history of mexico from universidad de guadalajara his lines of

research include the bracero program social movements and transmigration of central

americans through mexico rosa martha zárate macías has resided in california since 1966

she is a retired teacher singer songwriter people s educator and founder of librería del

pueblo a c since 1966 she has collaborated in developing community projects in mexico

and the united states and for the past 20 years has participated in the social movement of

braceros since 2007 she has been the coordinator of the alliance of ex braceros of the

north 1942 1964 madeline newman ríos m a a certified freelance interpreter and translator

is  the  former  director  of  the  guatemalan  education  action  project  and editor  of  its

guatemala review publications her pro bono work has included interpreting for asylum

cases and organizing interpreting teams for indigenous consultant organizations at the

united nations

as the first and largest guestworker program the u s mexico bracero program 1942 1964

codified the unequal  relations of  labor migration between the two nations this  book

interrogates the articulations of race and class in the making of the bracero program by

introducing new syntheses of sociological theories and methods to center the experiences

and recollections of former braceros and their families

community voices are often an underrepresented aspect of our historical and cultural

knowledge of the u s southwest in this collection established and emerging scholars draw

upon their rootedness in the u s southwest and u s mexico borderlands the mexicana

contributors use personal and scholarly inquiry to discuss what it  means to cultivate

spaces of belonging navigate language policies and explore and excavate silences in

various spaces among other important themes from the recruitment of latinas for the u s

benito juárez squadron in world war ii to the early twentieth century development of
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bilingual  education  in  arizona  to  new  and  insightful  analyses  of  bracero  program

participants and their families the book details little known oral histories and archival

material to present a rich account of lives along the border with emphasis on women and

the working class as the inaugural publication of the arizona crossroads series readers will

find arizona featured as a central node of borderlands roots and routes each section of the

book intentionally centers arizona within broader comparative and cross state dialogues

alongside chapters that reflect regional concerns in other southwestern states including

texas california colorado and new mexico throughout this volume highlights the ways in

which personal experience community building and scholarly perspectives can provide a

powerful space for community voices contributors vanessa fonseca chávez lillian gorman

gloria holguín cuádraz anita huízar hernández christine marin valerie a martínez alina r

méndez karen r roybal yvette j saavedra liliana toledo guzmán andrea tovar

2016 choice oustanding academic title just looking at the pacific northwest s many verdant

forests and fields it may be hard to imagine the intense work it took to transform the

region into the agricultural powerhouse it is today much of this labor was provided by

mexican guest workers tejano migrants and undocumented immigrants who converged on

the region beginning in the mid 1940s of forests and fields tells the story of these workers

who toiled in the fields canneries packing sheds and forests turning the pacific northwest

into one of the most productive agricultural regions in the country employing an innovative

approach that traces the intersections between chicana o labor and environmental history

mario sifuentez shows how ethnic mexican workers responded to white communities that

only welcomed them when they were economically useful then quickly shunned them he

vividly renders the feelings of isolation and desperation that led to the formation of ethnic

mexican labor organizations like the pineros y campesinos unidos noroeste pcun farm

workers union which fought back against discrimination and exploitation of forests and

fields not only extends the scope of mexican labor history beyond the southwest it offers

valuable historical precedents for understanding the struggles of immigrant and migrant

laborers in our own era sifuentez supplements his extensive archival research with a

unique set of first hand interviews offering new perspectives on events covered in the

printed historical record a descendent of ethnic mexican immigrant laborers in oregon

sifuentez also poignantly demonstrates the links between the personal and political as his

research leads him to amazing discoveries about his own family history mariosifuentez com

examines the history and culture of mexico and its relations with its neighbors to the north

and east from the spanish conquest to the current presidency of vicente fox

divided into four volumes race and ethnicity in america provides a complete overview of

the history of racial and ethnic relations in america from pre contact to the present the five
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hundred years since europeans made contact with the indigenous peoples of america have

been dominated by racial and ethnic tensions during the colonial period from 1500 to 1776

slavery and servitude of whites blacks and indians formed the foundation for race and

ethnic relations after the american revolution slavery labor inequalities and immigration led

to racial and ethnic tensions after the civil war labor inequalities immigration and the fight

for civil rights dominated america s racial and ethnic experience from the 1960s to the

present the unfulfilled promise of civil rights for all ethnic and racial groups in america has

been the most important sociopolitical issue in america race and ethnicity in america tells

this story of the fight for equality in america the first volume spans pre contact to the

american  revolution  the  second  the  american  revolution  to  the  civil  war  the  third

reconstruction to the civil rights movement and the fourth the civil rights movement to the

present  all  volumes  explore  the  culture  society  labor  war  and  politics  and  cultural

expressions of racial and ethnic groups

the pew and the picket line collects works from a new generation of scholars working at

the  nexus  where  religious  history  and  working  class  history  converge  focusing  on

christianity and its unique purchase in america the contributors use in depth local histories

to illustrate how americans male and female rural and urban and from a range of ethnic

backgrounds dwelt in a space between the church and the shop floor their vivid essays

show pentecostal miners preaching prosperity while seeking miracles in the depths of the

earth while aboveground black sharecroppers and white protestants establish credit unions

to pursue a joint vision of cooperative capitalism innovative and essential the pew and the

picket line reframes venerable debates as it maps the dynamic contours of a landscape

sculpted by the powerful forces of christianity and capitalism contributors christopher d

cantwell heath w carter janine giordano drake ken fones wolf erik gellman alison collis

greene brett hendrickson dan mckanan matthew pehl kerry l pimblott jarod roll evelyn

sterne and arlene sanchez walsh

in this  book mireya loza sheds new light  on the private lives of  migrant men who

participated in the bracero program 1942 1964 a binational agreement between the united

states and mexico that allowed hundreds of thousands of mexican workers to enter this

country on temporary work permits while this program and the issue of temporary workers

has long been politicized on both sides of the border loza argues that the prevailing

romanticized  image of  braceros  as  a  family  oriented  productive  legal  workforce  has

obscured  the  real  diverse  experiences  of  the  workers  themselves  focusing  on

underexplored aspects of workers lives such as their transnational union organizing efforts

the sexual economies of both hetero and queer workers and the ethno racial boundaries

among mexican indigenous braceros loza reveals how these men defied perceived political
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sexual and racial norms basing her work on an archive of more than 800 oral histories

from the united states and mexico loza is the first scholar to carefully differentiate between

the experiences of mestizo guest workers and the many mixtec zapotec purhepecha and

mayan laborers in doing so she captures the myriad ways these defiant workers responded

to the intense discrimination and exploitation of an unjust system that still persists today

structured to meet employers needs for low wage farm workers the well known bracero

program recruited thousands of mexicans to perform physical labor in the united states

between 1942 and 1964 in exchange for remittances sent back to mexico drawing on an

extraordinary range of sources ana elizabeth rosas uncovers a previously hidden history of

transnational  family life intimate and personal experiences are revealed to show how

mexican immigrants and their families were not passive victims but instead found ways to

embrace the spirit abrazando el espíritu of making and implementing difficult decisions

concerning  their  family  situations  creating  new forms  of  affection  gender  roles  and

economic survival strategies with long term consequences back cover

encyclopedia of agriculture and food systems second edition five volume set addresses

important issues by examining topics of global agriculture and food systems that are key

to understanding the challenges we face questions it addresses include will we be able to

produce enough food to meet the increasing dietary needs and wants of the additional two

billion people expected to inhabit our planet by 2050 will we be able to meet the need for

so much more food while simultaneously reducing adverse environmental effects of today

s agriculture practices will we be able to produce the additional food using less land and

water than we use now these are among the most important challenges that face our

planet in the coming decades the broad themes of food systems and people agriculture

and  the  environment  the  science  of  agriculture  agricultural  products  and  agricultural

production systems are covered in more than 200 separate chapters of this work the book

provides  information  that  serves  as  the  foundation  for  discussion  of  the  food  and

environment challenges of the world an international group of highly respected authors

addresses these issues from a global perspective and provides the background references

and  linkages  for  further  exploration  of  each  of  topics  of  this  comprehensive  work

addresses important challenges of sustainability and efficiency from a global perspective

takes a detailed look at the important issues affecting the agricultural and food industries

today full colour throughout

examines the history and culture of mexico and its relations with its neighbors to the north

and east from the spanish conquest to the current presidency of vicente fox
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